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Weighing the Balance,
Bridging the Gap

Stop-Search in Lambeth

1 July 2008

Lambeth Stop and Search Monitoring Group
Paul Andell (Lambeth CPCG)
Jim Toohill (Lambeth CPCG)
Chief Insp Patrick Beynon (Lambeth MPS)
Chief Insp John Dale (MPS Territorial Support Group)

John Roberts (MPA Link Member) and Colleagues

CPCGLambeth

Stop-Search Sub-Group

• Initially formed 2002

• CPCG members and police officers working together, to monitor the
borough wide picture and develop community and police strategies
for improvement.

• Has made a number of presentations to CPCG, all available on the
website - www.lambethcpcg.org.uk

• Lambeth model now adopted London wide.

• Submission to MPA Scrutiny (2003) stated

–“It is this group, [the majority who are stopped and searched without anything
being found on them] who are our first priority, since it is this group who are
most likely to feel aggrieved, the more so if their experience was not a good
one or if they feel they have been unfairly targeted because of their
appearance, lifestyle or ethnicity.”
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Key Learning from Previous Presentations
• Stop and Search is concentrated on crime hot-spots, with 50% of

Stops and Searches in three wards

• Drugs Stops were the biggest player (60%), followed by Stolen
Property (20%) and Weapons (10%)

• There was disproportionality between ethnic groups and age
ranges, and this differs for different reasons for Stops ie for
different type of crime.

• For some types of crime, disproportionality in Stop and Search is
matched by disproportionality in victims reports of perpetrators.

• Disproportionality is higher in wards with lower volumes of stops.

• The reasons for arrest can be different from those for the stop. The
arrest rate was, in the community’s view, very low.

• Available informations systems cannot track the ‘yield’ of Stop and
Search to ‘Sanction’, led alone judicial outcome.

CPCGLambeth

Stops and Searches per Month, by Quarter

-

200

400

600

800

1,000

1,200

1,400

1,600

1,800

2,000

2003
Q2

2003
Q3

2003
Q4

2004
Q1

2004
Q2

2004
Q3

2004
Q4

2005
Q1

2005
Q2

2005
Q3

2005
Q4

2006
Q1

2006
Q2

2006
Q3

2006
Q4

2007
Q1

2007
Q2

2007
Q3

2007
Q4

2008
Q1

2008
Q2

New Database Introduced

We had seen a fall in numbers…...which has
been held

Source: MPS Lambeth Stops Database to 2006, MPS Central Stops Database thereafter; Terrorism Stops Excluded
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Source: MPS Lambeth Stops Database to 2006, MPS Central Stops Database thereafter; Terrorism Stops Excluded

Stop and Searches per 1000
Resident Population by Quarter
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The likelihood of Being Stopped and Searched had
dropped for every group…this has been sustained

CPCGLambeth

Previously, we’d seen a rise in disproportionality…which has been pulled
back

Source: MPS Lambeth Stops Database to 2006, MPS Central Stops Database thereafter; Terrorism Stops Excluded

Likelihood of Being Stopped and
Searched, Relative to White

0.00

1.00

2.00

3.00

4.00

5.00

6.00

2003
Q2

2003
Q3

2003
Q4

2004
Q1

2004
Q2

2004
Q3

2004
Q4

2005
Q1

2005
Q2

2005
Q3

2005
Q4

2006
Q1

2006
Q2

2006
Q3

2006
Q4

2007
Q1

2007
Q2

2007
Q3

2007
Q4

2008
Q1

2008
Q2

Black or
Black
British

Asian or
British
Asian

Mixed

White

Chinese
or other
ethnic
group



4

CPCGLambeth

Source: MPS Lambeth Stops Database to 2006, MPS Central Stops Database thereafter; Terrorism Stops Excluded

Stop and Search Arrest Rates - EXCLUDING CANNABIS WARNINGS
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Last time, we saw an increase in arrest rate ……which has been
sustained
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The fall in “walk-aways”…….has been held

Source: MPS Lambeth Stops Database to 2006, MPS Central Stops Database thereafter; Terrorism Stops Excluded

Stopped and searched but not arrested,
per month by quarter
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Other changes over the period

Source: MPS Lambeth Stops Database to 2006, MPS Central Stops Database thereafter; Terrorism Stops Excluded

First Full Year Last Report Full Year

(2003Q2 -
2004Q1)

(2006Q1 -
2006Q4)

(2007Q2 -
2008 Q2)

Reasons for Stop-Searches:
Drugs 65% 56% 57%

Stolen Property 20% 26% 19%
Weapons 8% 11% 16%
The Rest 7% 7% 8%

Relative Likelihood of being stopped:
Under 25 (per '000 pop) 24 19 16

Over 25 (per '000 pop) 15 8 7
Ratio 1.6 2.2 2.4

Arrest for Type of
Offence other than that
which Search was for 59% 49% 47%

CPCGLambeth
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The rise in Stop and Accounts……has
continued
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Stop and Account 2007 Q2 to 2008 Q2

Reasons For Stop and Accounts

Suspect Crime, Disorder, ASB 52.7%
Check Details 19.9%
Other 9.5%
Welfare 6.9%
Warrant/Bail Check 4.4%
Traffic Violation 3.2%
Police Operation 1.6%
Follow up service 1.0%
Follow Intelligence 0.7%
Not Recorded 0.1%

Data relates to a quarterly average

Proportionality of Stop and Accounts

Ethnicity

Stop and
Accounts
per 1000
population

Relative
Likelihood of
Being
Stopped for
Account

Asian 6.6 0.8

Black 7.8 1.0

Chinese 11.7 1.5

Mixed 3.8 0.5

White 7.9 1.0

CPCGLambeth

S60 Stops and Searches have increased
significantly
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Proportionality and s60

Ethnicity

s60 Stops
and
Searches
per 1000
population

Relative Likelihood
of Being s60
Stopped and
Searched

Asian 0.2 1.9
Black 2.5 20.4
Chinese 0.1 0.9
Mixed 0.8 6.7
White 0.1 1.0

Data relates to a quarterly average

CPCGLambeth

s44 (Terrorism) Stops and Searches
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Source: MPS FOI Scheme: http://www.met.police.uk/foi/how_are_we_doing_corporate.htm
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Proportionality and s44

White Asian Black Other

Lambeth: per 1,000 pop, per quarter 2.5 6.6 1.6 2.6

Lambeth: Relative Likelihood 1.0 2.7 0.6 1.0

Lambeth: %unknown SDE 19%

MPS: per 1,000 pop, per quarter 3.9 6.1 5.5 6.3

MPS: Relative Likelihood 1.0 1.6 1.4 1.6

MPS: %unknown SDE 12%

MPS: Arrest Rate 0.97%

Source: MPS FOI Scheme: http://www.met.police.uk/foi/how_are_we_doing_corporate.htm

CPCGLambeth

And the impact on crime and its detection?

Source: MPS Lambeth CPCG Monthly Police Report
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SDs for Violent Crime
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SDs for Robbery of Persons
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SDs for Pickpockets and Snatches
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Health Warning - TSG Stops

• Over the last 5 years, the Stop and Search Monitoring Group has
understood that the data was complete - and contained all TSG
Stops and Searches.

• After extensive investigation, during 2007, it now appears likely
that that has not be the case.

• Therefore, the data presented paints a full picture of Stop and
Search by Lambeth MPS, but not a complete picture of Stop and
Search on the borough.

• We have assurance that from March 2008 this has been rectified

CPCGLambeth

Lambeth Comparisons

Source: MPS Stops Database, Monitoring Report for April 2008

Proportion of
Stops which are

Stop and Account
Stop and Search

Arrest Rate

MPS 56% 9.5%

Lambeth 64% 12.1%
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Lambeth Comparisons

Source: MPS Stops Database, Monitoring Report for February to April 2008

Stops and
Searches on

Young Persons, 10
-17 (per 1000 pop)

Stops and
Accounts on

Young Persons,
10 -17, per 1000

pop

MPS 46 64

Hackney 46 20

Lambeth 32 19

CPCGLambeth

Lambeth Comparisons

Source: MPS Stops Database, Monitoring Report for February to April 2008

Stops and Searches per 1,000 Population

Black Asian

MPS 40 16

Hackney 38 18

Lambeth 25 6
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Tasking - Intelligence Led Stops

•Hotspot maps

•Taskings

•Briefings

•Intelligence Led Stops

•Evaluation

CPCGLambeth

Hot Spot Maps
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Case Study - Operation Hutchen

• Joint briefing with Safer schools, Transport for London, Safer
Neighbourhood Teams.

• Education Welfare Officers.

• Joint patrols on route 417 bus along Crime ASB Hotspot in
Norwood and Streatham.

• In one week:
– 77 stops
–12 arrests – 15% arrests rate.
– 3 knives recovered (one was found on a truant)
– 1 Stun gun (discarded on a bus)

• Result reduced crime and disorder along the hotspots

CPCGLambeth

Stop and Search - Examples

• 28/5/08 - Stop and Search in Larkhall Lane found 2 Kg of
herbal cannabis with street value of £10,000.

• 5/5/08 - Stop and search recovered a knife and a firearm.

• 7/4/08- Stop and search recovered a mobile phone stolen
during a burglary.

• 6/6/08- Stop and search recovered a mobile phone stolen
during a robbery.

• 2/2/08- Stop and search recovered two combat knives with
serrated blades.

• 12/6/08- Persistent and Prolific Offender searched and found in
possession of a number of stolen articles.

• 23/1/08- During a stop a loaded firearm was recovered.
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Promotion of Stop and Search Rights
Amongst Young People

– Schools

– Lambeth Summer Project

– The officer who stops you must
– Treat you with dignity and respect

– Give you the reason why you have been stopped

– Give you their details, including name, police number and
station

– Give you a copy of the stop/search form

– Why you were stopped or searched

– If you were searched what they were looking for and anything
they found

Stop and Search
Know your rights

CPCGLambeth

Managing Stop and Search.

– Team monitoring

– Individual officer stops profiling

– Complaints monitoring

– Training program

– Most stopped individuals monitoring
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Community ‘Wish List’

• Continue the fall in Stop and Search, increasing the arrest rate
and substituting Stop and Account

• ‘Good grounds’ to be reflected in an ‘odds-on’ arrest rate -
51%, fewer Searches for the same results

• Tracking through to sanction and judicial outcomes

–Decent systems for police management information (more
Tesco’s than “Open All Hours”)

• Quality assure the capture of TSG Stops and Searches on the
central database

• Probe the differences in proportionality between Stop and
Search and Stop and Account

CPCGLambeth

• Develop improving the delivery and monitoring of the
qualitative side of Stop and Search

• Good training of officers in the community cost, as well as the
gains, of Stop and Search

• Awareness in the community, especially of young people, in
the rights and responsibilities and how to play their part

• Develop Early Resolution Initiative

• Clarity around the purpose of Stop and Search, in distinction
to ancillary benefits

• Clarity around the appropriateness of s60 in its range of
applications

Community ‘Wish List’
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Lambeth Stop and Search Monitoring Group
Contributors 2003 - 2008

• Paul Andell - CPCG(Chair)*

• Peter Clapton - CPCG

• Fernando Senior - CPCG*

• Mark Fearon - Lambeth Youth
Council

• Gloria Gomez - Latin Front*

• Catriona Robertson - Clapham
and Stockwell Faith Forum*

• Gill Keneally - CPCG*

• Brian Parker - CPCG

• Jim Toohill - CPCG *

• Chief Supt Malcolm Tillyer

• Chief Insp Suzanne Wallace

• Sgt Colin Gardner

• Supt Andy Tarrant

• Chief Insp Sean Wilson

• Supt Paul Wilson

• Insp Sean Martel

• Sgt Simon Bishop

• Chief Insp Patrick Beynon *

• Chief Insp John Dale (TSG)*

* Current SSMG Members

CPCGLambeth

More detail

Previous Presentations: www.lambethcpcg.org.uk

Current Performance: www.met.police.uk/stopandsearch/borough_data.htm

MPA Scrutiny: www.mpa.gov.uk/issues/stop-search/default.htm

MPA Advice Leaflet: www.mpa.gov.uk/issues/stop-search/leaflet.htm

Stop And Search Advice www.stopandsearch.com/

Liberty Website: www.yourrights.org.uk/your-rights/

Home Office manual: www.acpo.police.uk/asp/policies/Data/stopandsearch_intermanual.pdf

Stop and Search and Protests www.urban75.org/legal/section44.

Police and Criminal Evidence Act (1984) Codes of Practice relating to searches:
http://police.homeoffice.gov.uk/news-and-publications/publication/operational-
policing/PACE_Chapter_A.pdf

MPS Corporate FOI data (for s44 Stops and Searches:
http://www.met.police.uk/foi/how_are_we_doing_corporate.htm


